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PROVERBS Xxviii. I 5. 


As a roaring Lion, and a ranging Bear, 


fo is a wicke Ruler over the poor P eople 5 


E H I'S Book of Proverbs is a collection 
of wiſe Sayings, and moral Maxims 
572 founded on Experience, and the ob- 
cſervations Solomon had made with 1e- 
fgard to the different iſſues and tenden- 
cies of Virtue and Vice; and all of them center in 
this general concluſion, that Virtue is true Wiſdom, 
and the proper good and happineſs of Man; and 
Vice, on the other hand, his greateſt Ill and Miſery. 
Which obſervation will hold good in whatever re- 
ſpects and relations Man is conſidered; whether in 
his individual or political Capacity: The practice 
of Virtue and Righteouſneſs being no leſs the Foun- 
dation of the Stability and Proſperity of Kingdoms 
and Common-wealths, than of particular Perſons. 
And accordingly Solomon in this book often ob- 
ſerves the mighty advantages accruing to Society 
from a righteous, faithful, and impartially upright 
Adminiſtration : And on the other hand, how per- 
nicious and diſtructive a Wicked, Unrighteous, and 
Tyrannical | Goyernment, is. Particularly, in the 
"I A 2 words 


T4 3 - : 


4 | wot 1 IGG » now read. As 4 roaring Ln, and | 
| oa ranging Bear, Jo is a wicked Ruler over " the poor 


People. , 
In DiGontling on this Subject, 
I ſhall, Firſt, Biiefly give the Character of 


a wicked Ruler. Secondly, Shew the Miſchiefs 
that muſt follow from a corrupt, wicked, and un- 
righteous Government. 

Anv then ſhall make ſome proper Application; 3 
wherein I will Exemplify the Doctrine of the Text | 
in the cafe of ſome former Reigns in England; 
and ſhow the great Folly and Madneſs of encou- 
rageing and abetting any meaſures that have a tend- 
ency to introduce again ſuch a violent and oppreſ= 
' five Government in theſe Nations: And conſequent- 
ly, how much it is the Duty and Intereſt of all 
. Ranks to unite Chearfully and Vigourouſly in the 
Support and Defence of our preſent happy Con- 
ſtitution: And laſt of all, agreeably to the purpoſe 
of our Aſſembling this Day, conclude with a ſerious 
Exhortation to Repentance and univerſal Reforma- 


4 : tion; as the moſt Effectual means to ſecure the fa- 


* 
bs 
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your and Protection of Almighty God, and procure 
| the Divine Bleſſing upon his Majeſtics Arms for 
| fruſtrating the horrid Deſigns of our Enemies, and 
reſtoring our Peace and Tranquility. 

Tue great end of Government, and of Mow 
entering into civil Societies, is the Preſervation and 
Security of their juſt Rights, Liberties, and Proper- 
tics, againſt unjuſt Force and Violence. If all 
Men would live according to the Dictates of right 
Reaſon, and the Law of their Nature, there would. 

no need of political Conjunctions and Afſociations 
For Nature, if Men would but attend and Fm 
oim 


1 — 


„ enen n deer nad nnr * 


, oe in us benevolent Propenſions and Inftings, 


* W 
is 


[form to the Dictates of it, hath made ſufficient pro- 


viſion for the practiſe of all thoſe Duties, of Juſtice 
and Equity, Charity and Beneyolence, which Man- 
kind owe to cach ather; and which are Effential 
to the comfort and happineſs of human Life. Theſe 
are deeply rooted in our Nature by the beneyolent 
Author of our Beings ; who hath originally im- 


to ſecure a mutual intercourle of charitable Offices 


among Men; which, in due proportion, are a ſuffici- 


[ent proviſion againſt all Injuſtice and Injury from 


one another. But though God made Man Upright, 


|yet hath he ſought out many Inventions. And as 


theſe benevolent Inſtincts are often Diſproportionate, 
and prevailed over by the private and ſelfiſh Af- 


| [|feQtions; as there will always be unreaſonable Men, 


who through Avarice and Ambition, Malice and 


| | Envy, and fuch like deſtructive Paſſions, prevailing | 


over the natural ſenſe of Honour, Juſtice, and E- 
quity, will be making In-Roads and Incurſions up- 
on'their Neighbours, and invading their Liberties 
and Properties; Civil Government became Eſſen- 
tially neceſſary for the Defence and Security of theſe 
againſt ſuch unjuſt Violence ; and men were obliged 
to enter into Societies, whereby the united Force 


| of the Community 1s engaged for the Safety and Pro- 


tection of every Individual. And in regard it is ne- 


ceſſary that Laws ſhould be made for the good of 


the Society, inforced by proper Sanctions ; and that 


| thele ſhould be punctually executed in the puniſh- 


ment of Evil-Doers, and Reward of ſuch as do 


: Well; and it being impracticable, that theſe mat- 


ters ſhould be attended to by every Individual ; it 
is Eſſential to Civil Government, that it may attain 
"0s 


; Civil Government, it is eaſy to diſcern the Ingre-| 


Intereſts of his People; Wiſdom to contrive and 


nd in the Adminiſtration, 


*|  ---Hchas no concern for Public good: No ſincere re- 
gard for the Happineſs and Proſperity of his People: 


its Deſign, that the Powers of Legiſlation and Exe- to b 
cution, the Care and Guardianſhip of the Intereſts, haps 
. the Lives, Liberties and Properties of the Commu-]beer 
|| . nity, ſhould be devolved upon one. or more ofſwitl 


approved Wiſdom and Integrity; in whom ' the|wre 


whole Force and Strength of the Community ſhould|gaii 
center for that purpoſe ; and who ſhould make facts 
the Welfare of the State, their Sole buſineſs and eſt; 


concern. 
Now, from attending to the End and Deſign o 


dients that ſhould concur to make up the Character 
of a good Governour : Generous Ardor for Public 
good, and a Tender and Fatherly concern for the 


enact good and wholeſome Laws; Steadineſs and 
impartiality, inflexible Juſtice, and uncorrupt Inte- 


Fux reverſe is the Character of a wicked Ruler. 


But gives himſelf up perhaps to lazy Indolence and 
Inactivity, Luxury, Amuſements, and Pleaſure of every 


kind; intruſting the weighty and im N matters | cc 


of State to others, ſelfiſh deſigning Men, Sycophants fa 
and Paraſites, who make uſe of the power Delegated to | fi 
them for baſe and diſhonourable purpoſes; Plundering | v 


and Oppreſſing the Subject; aggrandiſing and inrich- | fi 


ing themſelves and ſavourites from the ſpoils and Ty- p 
rannical Depredations of the honeſt and Induſtrious a 
in the Community. Whenever a Spirit of this kind 8 
0 
f 
4 


poſſeſſes the Governing part of a Kingdom or Com- | 


mon-wealth ; when the Prince, not deigning to at- 
tend to Public Affairs himſelf, ſuffers matters of State 
| ; to 
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re- to be conducted by L ata Favourite, who per- 
ſts, haps from being a mean Miniſter of pleaſure, hath 

u- been mounted up to be Prime Miniſter of State; 
offwith whom it is as a ſport to do Miſchief, what a 
he ſwretched ſtate muſt the poor People be in? A- 


ld gain, He is a wicked Ruler, who frames and en- 


ke ſacts Laws directly Iniquitous and Oppreſſive; who 
nd eſtabliſneth Iniquity by Law; or, who acteth in 
open and avowed contradiction to the known Fun- 

damental Laws of the Society, framed and enacted 
e- by public Wiſdom for the good and happineſs of it; 
who governs by meer Arbitrary will; and conſiders 
his Subjects only as ſo many Slaves and Vaſſals, 
whoſe Lives and Fortunes are under his abſolute 
Command, which he may Diſpoſe of in any man- 
ner that he ſhall judge moſt ſubſervient to promote 
the Glory and Splendor of his Crown, and the pu- 
oſes of his Ambition and Avarice ; who uſes his 

e to overawe and ſtrike Terror, and beget a. 
e- ſervile Submiſſion, rather than for the ſafety and 
e: protection of his Subjects, to inforce his own ille- 
id | gal and Arbitrary Meaſures, and not for their good 
ry | and happineſs. He that is thus intent upon what is 
Ts | commonly called Glory among Princes (which is by 
ts | far the greateſt part conſidered as ſomewhat diſtinct 
to | from the Happineſs and Proſperity of their People) 
1g | who conſiders himſelf as having an Intereſt ſeparate 
from that of the Community; and imagines his Peo- 
ple, their Lives and Fortunes, are only for his ſake, 
vs | and not he for theirs; who rules with a Tyrannical 
d | Sway, without thinking himſelf under any limitati-' 
- | ons from Law, or Equity; who tramples upon the 
t= | fundamental Laws of the Kingdom at his pleaſure ; 
te | And eſpecially, if he preſumes to Model the Religious 
„ 8 Sen- 
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7 ll and plainly deſtructive of Piety and Virtue ; when 
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Sentiments of his Subjects, to think and judge fe 
them in matters of Religion; not only to reſtrain 
ſuch Opinions as are inconfiſtent with Peace and 


Ty 


CON 
good order in the State, which to be fure is the ce 


ſo 


anc 


his 


bufineſs of every chief Magiſtrate ; but to impoſe 
under ſevere and heavy Penalties, particular Forms 
and Modes of Worſhip ; and the belief of Doctrines 
no way eſſential, but diſputable and trifling; and 
perhaps (which in many Chriſtian Nations is th 

caſe) Doctrines contrary to Chriſtianity and com- 
mon ſenſe; contrary to our natural notions of God, 


he will not ſuffer his Subjects, otherwiſe behavs| © 
ing themſelves as good Subjects and uſefull Mem-] E 
bers of the Community, to Worſhip God according 
to their Conſciences; but by Sanguinary Edicts, or 
other more moderate Penalties, will enforce their 
Submiſſion to, and Compliance with, the eſtabliſhed} f 
Standard; And thus fits in the Seat of God; tram- 
ples upon the Rights of Conſcience, which are of tf 
all others the moſt Sacred and unalienable; and will e 
judge in matters which are only. Cogniſable be- 
fore an higher Tribunal; and inflict ſevere puniſh- p 
ment upon all who have the Conſcience and 
Courage to contemn and diſobey his wicked Edicts; 
and either by Death or Baniſhment deprive the f. 
Community of its beſt and honeſteſt Members (tor 
theſe are the Perſons that by their Conſcientious 
tenderneſs expoſe themſelves moſt to the Fury of | } 
Tyrants and Perſecutors) or, by depriving them of 
their Liberty and Property render their Lives miſer- 
able ; He that thus tramples upon the Rights and. 
Liberties of Mankind, Civil and religious, is a |] 
Tyrant, and a wicked Ruler. 
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To which may be added, that even Suppoſing 


Tyranny and Perſecution out of the caſe; that the 
ndl conduct of the Chief Governour towards his Sub- 


jects were in every inſtance bounded by the Laws; 
ſo that his Subjects, enjoy ed Safety and protection, 
and all their legal Immunities and Privileges under 


his Adminiftration : Yet he juſtly merits this charac- 
ter, eyen conſidered in his public capacity as a 


Ruler, if in his private conduct he be not governed 
by the Fear of God, and a Senſe of Religion and 


Virtue ; but be given up to Profaneneſs and Licen- 


tiouſneſs of conduct and manners. For by this 
means he not only wrongs his own Soul, but the 
community; on account of the bad influence his 


Example muſt have on all in inferiour Stations. A 
Wicked King makes a wicked Court: And the 


Nobility and Gentry of the Nation being corrupt- 


ed at Court in their Principles and manners, muſt 
of neceſſity Diffuſe and Propagate all manner of 
Debauchery, all the polite and faſhionable Vices, in 
the Several Diſtricts and corners of the Land where 
They have their reſpective power and influence. 


And when once a General Diſſolution of manners 


prevails (as we know it Did remarkably in King 
CHARLEs the II“ Reign by means of the extreme 
Depravity and Corruption of the Court ) what Mi- 


ſery, Diſorder, and Confuſion muſt ' enſue in a | 


State ? Luxury and Debauchery naturally deſtroy 
the Hardineſs, Courage, and manly Vigour of a 
Nation; diſſolve them in Sloth and Effeminacy ; 
prepare them for Corruption and Bribery ; and are 
the high-road to Slavery. _ 3 

Bur I go on to the II. Head, The Evils and 
Miſchiefs naturally conſequent upon a corrupt, 


Wicked, and Unrighteous Government. 1 
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WIr might Solomon compare a wicked Ruler 


to a roaring Lion, or, a ranging Bear. For, like 
theſe Savage Beaſts of prey, he lives upon Plunder 


and Rapine; making Havock of the Lives and 
Properties of his Subjects, whenever this may mi- 
niſter to the unworthy purpoſes of his Ambition or 
Avarice.------- When a man holds his Life and Pro- 
perty by ſo precarious a Tenure as the Arbitrary 


will of an Abſolute Lord; limited in his conduct 
by no Settled meaſures of Law or Juſtice ; but 


governed Solely by wanton Humour and Caprice ; 
what a Wretched and truly Pitiable State of mind 
muſt he be in; unhappy to the higheſt Degree; 


perplexed always with uneaſy Jealouſies and Fears; 
ſecure of nothing he Poſſeſſes: uncertain what mo- 
ment he, and all he hath, his Life and Property, 


muſt be yielded up a Sacrifice to the Lawleſs will 
and Ambition of his Lord. As the ſervile Devo- 


tioniſt, can never think of his God, without Hor- 
ror and Averſion; whom he paints to himſelf in the 
frightfull colours of an Arbitrary Tyrannical Lord, 


Reaping where he hath not Sown, and Gathering 
where he hath not Strawed ; and cannot help diſ- 
covering his inward Anxiety and fearfull Appre- 
henſions by a moroſe and gloomy Sullenneſs ; fo, 
the moſt diſmal and horrible darkneſs, excluſive 
of any degree of light and comfort, muſt neceſ- 
farily overſpread the mind of the poor abject Slave, 
who conſiders himſelf ſubject to the unlimited will 
of an Abſolute Lord ; void of a Senſe of Honour, 


juſtice and Liberty ; governed in his conduct in- 


tirely by the crue! Maxims of Abſolute T yranny ; 


who treats: the Eternal diſtinction between Juſt and 


unjuſt as a meer Chimera, who regards only his 
5. 
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own Glory; and bude 5 is accompliſhed, 
minds not by what means; 
Juſt and Honourable that will ferye his Ends; 

Strangling and cutting of Throats, I mpriſonment, 
Confiſcation, Baniſhment, and every ſort of Cruelty 
and Oppreſſion. The black and helliſh diſpoſi- 
tions, of ſervile Dread, Anxious Diſtruſt, Gloomy 
Deſpair, muſt intirely poſſeſs the Minds, and diſ- 


cover themſelves in the Wretched and Mournfull 


Aſpect, of all ſuch as are under Slavery; ſubject 
to Abſolute Lawleſs Power. And the 
Conſequence of ſuch a Diſpirited Abject State, is, 
a liſtleſſneſs to Induſtry ; an unconcernedneſs about 


all Commerce and Trade; which is one great Source 
| of the Wealth and flouriſhing 


of a Nation. For 
to what purpoſe apply to Labour and Induſtry; 
ſince whatever is acquired I cannot look upon as 
my Property ; cannot enjoy the Fruits of my La- 


bour any longer than à cruel and Ambitious Ty- 


rant pleaſes ; but muſt Reſign them at his 5 1 
When a Man hath no ſecurity for the undiſturbed 


but every thing is 


plain 


eee eee ae Y Ez 


Enjoy ment of his Property, and is not at full li- 


berty to diſpoſe of it in ſuch manner as he Jude eth 
proper ſor his own, or, the good of his poſterity : This 
neceſſarily cutteth the Sinews of Induſtry : Deftroy- 
eth all Spirit and Activity: Draweth on Sloth and 
Idleneſs ; and of courſe wretched Poverty and Mii- 
ery. Ihe ſame is to be ſaid with regard to the 


cultivation and improvement of all Liberal Arts and 


Sciences. Slavery hath a natural tendency to ener- 


vate the mind; to cramp the native force and vigour 


of the underſtanding ; and to hinder progreſs and 


improvement in every valuable branch of knowledge 
and Learning; Which was never Known to flouriſh 
0 2 to 


12 

to any conſiderable degree, wy under the influ- 
ence of Civil Liberty. Witneſs, the many Cen- 
turies of Ignorance and Barbariſm that preceded 
the Reformation : Which, along with the revival of 
pure and uncorrupt Chriſtianity, and of Juſt No- ffeen 
tions wich regard to the Civil and Religious libertics 
of Mankind; is, the Ara whence the revival of 
Learning is to be Dated. Eſpecially, under Abſo- 
lute Governments, all improvement in thoſe branches [the 
of Knowledge which are of the greateſt importance [thin 
to Human happineſs, is Marred and ObſtruQed : his 
Religion and Politic's. All freedom of thinking [tho 


and Debating on theſe Subjects is diſcouraged ; and [tion 


wiſely; for the conſequence of ſuch Freedom certain- |of | 
ly would be, the opening Peoples Eyes; and diſco- Jot 
vering the falſe foundations on which the received [que 
Syſtem of Politic's is built; ſo that People would [and 
turn Mutinous and troubleſom ; and not ſubmit fo val. 
tamely to ſuch unjuſt Tyranny and Uſurpation. Jhis 
And with regard to Religion; as it ſeems to be a [hin 
Maxim with moſt Princes, which hath always been Jlfec 
ſtrongly inculcated upon them by Deſigning Men; hole 
that a ſtrict Uniformity with regard to belief and | ' 
Modes of Worſhip, is one of the beſt means, and ab- Jaac 
ſolutely neceſſary, to ſecure the Public peace, and Fhis 
preſerve good order in the State (Though theS cheme fan 
of an Univerſal Toleration, and Liberty of Con- pre 
ſcience, ſo as not to perſecute, or inflict either the [ing 
greater or more moderate Penalties on any for their the 
Religious Sentiments ; provided they have no ten- |as 
dency to influence civil Faction, or promote Re- me 


bellion in the State: Would never of itſelf; and Ine 


Experience teſtifies, in thoſe States, where ſuch Li- fare 
berty is allowed, doth not, occaſion any Diſorder ſ en 
© Fe or 
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or Diſquiet) yet as = 4 perhaps the Notion of 
moſt Princes; many of whom ſeem to regard Re- 
igion only in a Political view; and therefore will 
always be ſure to favour that Religious Syſtem, that 
ſeems to tally beſt with, and be moſt ſubſervient 
o, their Political one; for this reaſon, under all 
Slaviſh Governments, it is as hazardous to think 


and ſpeak freely about religion as Politics. And 
ſthe only method of ſafety is, for a man never to 
think of theſe Matters at all; but tamely give up 


his Conſcience and Underſtanding to the King; or 


thoſe, to whom this Spiritual Empire and Domina- 
tion, is committed. For if he ſhall make a free uſe 
| [of his Reaſon; and preſume to differ in the leaſt 


Jota from the Eſtabliſhed Syſtem : The conſe- 
quence muſt be fatal with regard to this World; 


Jand, if the powers claimed by ſome Eccleſiaſtic's be 


valid, in the next too. By the King he is deprived of 


his Life and Eſtate; and the Spiritual Fathers conſign 


him over to Hell fire. Indeed Ignorance and Per- 
ſecution are the neceſſary Props and Supports of Vi- 
olent and Oppreſſive Governments. | 

Tnus Oppreſſive is the Wicked Ruler at home; 


land in proportion to his Power, is the Terror of 
his Neighbours abroad. For he thirſts after Glory ; 
and prompted by a wicked Ambition, he forms 
projects for enlarging his Dominions, and multiply- 


ing the number of his Slaves and Vaſſals; and 
there can be no end to his Ambitious Defigns, 


as long as he is not the Univerſal Monarch. Im- 
mediatly, on ſome pretence or other, (for ſuch are 
never wanting) War is Declared; Numerous Armies 
are Levied and take the Field; horrid Blood-ſhed 
enſues ; the Liyes of Multitudes of his Subjects are 


Wantonly 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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wantonly thrown my and all for the Glory offnat 
the Grand Monarque. What dreadful and deftruch;ae! 
tive Wars doth he plunge his miſerable ſubje&s in-Athe 
to; who mnſt ſerve him with their Lives and; 
Fortunes, whether in a juſt cauſe or not.----- ..., ay 
Obſerve farther, That to compleat the miſery of fu 
poor People, under ſuch a wretched Governmei 51 
they have not one wicked Ruler to deal with; bu / 
his Name is, Legion, for they are many. What] EA 
the King leaves, his Miniſters and Courtiers take; n 
and all ſuch as have the leaſt Power and Influenceſ ch 
in any corner of the Land, oppreſs their Depend-| Co 
ents, by Arbitrary and Exorbitant Exactions; and} 4, 
are as much arbitrary Lords in their Sphere, as an 
the King in his. The poor People are hardly con-| zh 
ſidered as of the ſame Species; and they think them| gf 
only deſigned as ſo many Tools and Inſtruments, Hi. 
to provide for the Support of their Luxury, Gran- 50 
deur, and Magnificence.-----Laſtly, we may takef go 
notice of what was before hinted ; that from af} þ; 
wicked debauched Court, a Corruption of Princi- a, 
ples, and Diſſolution of manners are diffuſed and pro-| E 
pagated thro a Nation, which both in the Nature of ſi 
things, bring Ruin and Deſtruction on a People, D 
and by the juſt Judgment of God. Thus Balaam, { 
though he would not directly Curſe the Children] lc 
of Iſrael: Yet put Balak on a Stratagem as ef-| n. 
fectual, which anſwered his purpoſe as well; to ſe- a 
duce the People into Idolatry ; which drew down] ſe 
the Vengeance of God upon them, ſo that they were 

intirely Routed.-----The Character of a violent op- 
preſſive Government, and the miſchievous Conſe-] J 
quences of it; cannot be better repreſented than in] t. 
the words of the Prophet, when by the Divine n, E 

man 
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me 
/ Olfmand he endeavoured to FEY the Children of Iſ- 
UChrael from their Rebellious purpoſe of ſhaking off 
in-Ithe Theocracy, and taking a King from among them- 
andſſelves. 1 SAM. Viil. 11---===T his will be the manner, 
ſſays he, of the King that will Reign over 2 He 
' Fill take your Sons and appoint them for himſelf, for 
"this Chariots, and to be his Horſemen , and ſome ſhall 
bu. ſyun before his Chariots :==== And he will ſet them to 


hat] Ear his Ground, and to Reap his Harveſt, and to 


de z make his Inſtruments of War, and Inſtruments of his 
nceſ Chariots. And he will take your Daughters to be 


nd-l Confectioners, and to be Cooks, and to be Bakers. 


as and your Oliveyards, even the beſt of them, and give 


and} And he will take your Fields, 1 ofthe Vineyards, 
on- them to his Servants : And he will take the Tenth 


emy of your Seed, and of your Vineyards, and give to 
ats, his Officers, and to his Servants. And he will take 


an- your Men-Servants, and your Maid-Servants ; and your 


ike goodlieſ} young Men, and your Aſſes, and put them to 
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his Work. He will take the Tenth of your Sheep; 


and ye ſhall be his Servants. The Hiſtories of the 
Eaſtern Nations of the World, who have long 
lived under the exerciſe of ſuch Abſolute Arbitrary 


Dominion, ſhow how inexpreſſibly great a Calamity 
ſuch Governments are to Mankind. And if we 
look around us, where Tyranny prevails ; we ſee 


nothing but the moſt abject Slavery; with its uſual 
attendants, Diſpiritedneſs, Indolence, Poverty, Mi- 
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wn ſery, and Deſolation. 
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P-j Tu Application of what hath been ſaid, is 
ſe- That we conceive an hearty Abhorence and De- | 
nf teſtation of this Monſter, big with ſuch innumerable ' 
5 Evils and Miſchiefs: Abſolute, Arbitrary, Power: 


Without 
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without any foundation in reaſon or Scripture te 

ſupport it; and whereof theſe Nations heretofore 

have many times felt the diſmal and horrible effects 
AsB$oLUTE Power is a Prerogative only ſafe wit 


an 

WI 

0 

be 
a being abſolutely Perfect, Wiſe, and Good; whq mi 
th 

tu 
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therefore, we may be Secure, will not abuſe it tc 
any miſchievous Purpoſes ; ſince he cannot be in 
fluenced by Want or Weakneſs, Malice or Envy 
to meditate any pernicious Deſign, or to do Evil 
The Inconveniences of Abſolute Government fee 
much greater than thoſe that attend a State of Na 
ture; and Men have even better Security for thei 
Lives and Properties in the one caſe than in thi 
other. Becauſe they ſhall be better able to make 
Head againſt any Power that may be imagined 
to Attack them in a State of Nature; than againſt 
a Tyrant, backed with a ſtrong Military Force. 
Beſides Abſolute Power is utterly inconſiſtent with 
the natural Freedom and Independency of Mankind. 
For, nothing can be more evident, than that an- 
tccedently to compact and agreement; * among 
Bll beings of the ſame Species, promi ſcuouſiy born to all 
tre ſame Advantages of Nature. and the uſe of the] i 
ſame Faculties, there mutt be Originally, a perfeR] oi 
Equality and Independency ; ſo as that no one can] ar 
poſhbly have more Power and Authority over a-| al 
nother, that that other hath over him. No Man] p 
can juſtly claim any Power over me, my Perſon or] re 
Eſtate, without my own conſent ; and only fſof tc 
much, as I Voluntarily give him; and whatever || v 
is aſſumed over and above this, is Unreaſonable | f- 
e : and in 
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See Mr. Locks Treatiſe on Government Part: 2. | 
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org what I have a natural inherent Right i to Refift and 


and unjuſt, meer Torn? 7s Uſurp tion; and 


Oppoſe. Children, no doubt, in their Infancy; 
before they are capable of Judging for themfelves, 

muſt be abſolutely Governed by the Judgement of 1} 
their Parents or other proper Guardials; but ma- 
turity of Reaſon manumits them ; and ets ets them 
at Liberty, without their own conſent, from a lFother 
Law and Authority, properly ſo called. 80 that 
Dominion can only be 10 unded on alen and 
voluntary Donation. And it is not to be ſuppoſed 
that any Number of Men, uniting to gether i in Civil 
Society for mutual Safety and Preſeryiſion! ſhould 
be ſo little Tender of their moſt valuable Intereſts; 
as to inveſt any Perſon or Perſons with unbounded 

Dominion over their Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates ; 

|| Or, if they ſhould be ſo Infatuated; would ſuch 
conceſſion, extorted perhaps, or, given into through _ 
. Simplicity, render the exercile of Abſolute Arbitrary 
Power Juſt and Equitable ? An Abſolute Power, in 
the firſt place, over ones Life, is not capable of being 22 
conveyed at all; ſince no Man hath that to him- 
felf. And beſides, ſuch Conceſſion before menti- 
oned cannot alter the nature of, Right, and Wrong; 


and render it equitable for any Governour to bring 


all the miſchiefs on his ſimple and infatuated De- 
pendents, naturally ariſing from Slavery and Ty- 
ranny. If a Fool, or, a Madman, ſhould deſire me 
| to knock him on the Head, and beat out his Brains ; 

would that be a ſufficient Warrant and Authority i 
ſor me to do ſo? In other caſes it is always pro- 
nounced Unjuſt for any to take advantage of the 
Weakneſs and Simplicity of his Neighbour to his 
prejudice.------But doth not Conqueſt convey a juſt 
title to Abſolute Power ?---lt the ſpring of entring 
C into 
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into War, be Ambition or Avarice; In this caſe it 
will certainly be univerſally allowed that all Power 


exerciſed meerly by virtue of Conqueſt, is Tyranny 
and Uſurpation. If the Conqueſt falls out in con- 
ſequence of neceſſary Self- Deſence; or, ſeeking 


reparation for In ue, received; all that the con- 
queror ſeems to have any Juſt and Equitable title 
to, is, to have the Injury done him, and the Da- 
mages he hath ſuſtained in the Proſecution of his 
juſt right, Tepaired : And that proper meaſures be 
ſettled ſor preventing the like Injuries for the Fu- 
ture; and if ſufficient Satisfaction be Obtained with 
regard to theſe ſeveral Articles; he can have no 


Authority at all over the Conquered, without their 


own conſent ; far leſs, to render them his Abſolute 
Slaves and Vaſſals.— But Kings have a Divine 
right to Govern, and are accountable to God only, and 


not ſubject to controll or limitation from any mortal. 


No matter how Wicked the Ruler, we are obliged 


in Conſcience to Submiſſion.-----If by Divine right 
be meant, that Government is agreeable to the will 


of God, as being cminently conducive to the well 


being and happineſs of Mankind; In this ſenſe 


Princes have a Divine Right to Govern, and they 


are the Miniſters of God. But if by Divine Right, 


be meant ; a Right, founded either on an imme- 


diate tae Commiſſion ; or, Direct lineal Suceſſion 


{rom ſuch as had a Birne Commiſſion; indepen- 


dent on the choice and voluntary conſent of the 
Society; not ſubject to Forfeiture; even in caſe of 
the moſt manifeſt Abuſes, and notorious Violations 


of Law and Juſtice : Such Divine Commiſſion ought 
certainly to be Produced; or, ſuch direct lineal Suc- 


ceſſion indiſputably demonſtrated: That we might be 
able 


frre 
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able to diſcern, among the various Chaiwants, which I 
are our rightful Governours. And if ſuch Divine 


Title could be made appear; it is not at all to be 


ſuppoſed, that it would be Abſolute, without any 
reſtrictions or limitations: That the infinitely Good, 
and tender Parent of Mankind, would make out 
ſuch an unlimited Commiſſions whereby Mankind 


and their moſt valuable Intereſts ſhould be left/ at 


the Mercy, and ſubje&ed to the unlimited Will, of 


any ; who, inſtead of promoting the Common Good, 
might, and in all probability would, be tempted 


through Malice or Envy, Avarice or Ambition, to 
abuſe their Power to common Miſery and Deſtruc- 
tion; without the People s having ſo much as the 
leaſt Right to ſtand up in their own Defence; and 
to attempt the redreſs of any Injuries done them. Such 
a pretended Divine Commiſſion would carry its own 
Coafotation along with it ; and would be a dire& 
Repugnancy to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God. 


But as there are no particular Perſons pr Families 
that can pretend to any immediate Divine Commiſſ- 


ion for this purpoſe ; or, yet are able to demonſtrate / ö 
their lineal Succeſſion from ſuch as had it: The true 
ſource and origin of Power muſt be reſolved into 


the Donation and Voluntary conſent of the com- 


munity ; and Government be reckoned, as St. Pete, 


| calls it, * Anthropine Ktiſis, the Creature, or Ordi- | 
| nance of Man : Though indeed as it is Eſſentially 


neceſſary to the well being and happineſs of Man- 
kind; and muſt therefore be concluded agreeable 
to the will of the benevolent Author and Governour 
of the World; it is with great propriety called by 
St. Paul, ( the Ordinance of God. Sovereignty there= 
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ſelves of Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 


20 


fore belongs not to any by Nature, but is founded 
on Compact and Donation; and is a Sacred truſt ; for 


which the Party is accountable, not to God only, but 


his Conſtituents ; who, not for every Inſtance of Miſ- 


condutt indeed. (Governours being frail and fallible 
as well as others) but in caſe of General Male-ad- 
miniſtration, and obyious Deſign to ſubyert the Con- 


Ritution and the Laws (which was the caſe at the | 


Revolution) have an undoubted Right to Reſiſt 
and Oppoſe ſuch a Wicked Ruler; aſſert and vin- 
dicate their Rights and Libertics, even by Force; if 
no other means, can be Effectual; and to rid them- 
For 1 
diſſolves the relation of Sovereign and Subject; 

that they are no longer to be conſidered as in a 


State of Civil Government, but in a State of Na- 


ture; and the ſame Remedy muſt be allowed a- 
gainſt the e porbitances and Oppreſſions of a wicked 
King; as in a State of Nature againſt any that 
ca; inyade their Life or Property. 


Tais is the voice of reaſon ; and likewiſe of 


Revelation : Which doth not impair Mens natural 
rights ; the general precepts of it being always 
to be underſtood with ſuch limitations and ex- 
ceptions as right reaſon Dictates. And this is 


the Foundation of that Glorious and happy Con- 


ſtitution we live under; ſo wiſely tempered, as 
on the one hand, to inveſt Majeſty with the utmoſt | 
Powers that a; wile and. Virtuous Prince could deſire: 
And on the. other, Effectually to ſecure the Freedom 
and Liberty. of the Subject And, where it is 
ſteadily maintained, and kept up to; ſufficient to 
fender our King the greateſt Erines and, us, the 
happieſt People in the, World, 

Maxy 
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Many Attacks have been made upon our Con- 
ſtitution 3 and Att ttempts to introduce the Deſpotic 
Syſtem of Politic's in England ; particularly, under 
e Reigns of the eee | whole Adminiſtration, 
from the firſt to the laſt of theſe unhappy Princes, 
was one continued Invaſion of the, Liberties of the 


» |Subject.; and the ſpring of inexpreſſible Calamities 


to theſe Nations. Tyranny and Perſecution were 
the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic's of - theſe Reigns. 
King James the firſt laid the Foundation ; and did 
all * could in his Lifetime to advance the regal 
Authority, and Prerogative. Which Scheme was 
ſtill more vigourouſly and openly purſued in the 
ſucceeding Reign of King Charles the firſt; who be- 
ing from his Infancy tinctured with Arbitrary Prin- 


ciples, no ſooner mounted the Throne, than he form- 


ed a reſolution to carry the regal Authority much 
higher than the King his Father or any of his Pre- 


deceflora had done ; and ——_ for the hoſt, 1 
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hood and Ship-Money, without Authority of Far- 


liament. He granted Monopolies without number; 


and forced the Merchants to unlade their Goods - 


| ſuch Ports as was moſt for the advantage of the 
| Monopolizers, He forced new Oaths on his Sub- 


jects: Erected new Judicatories without Law : Suf- 


tered the moſt unheard of Cruelties, and Oppreſ- 


ſions to be committed on the Subject in theſe Courts; 
and particularly in the Star-Chamber ; the ſeverity 


whereof fell chiefly on ſuch as pretended to diſpute 


the Prerogative Royal: And the High Commiſſion 
Court, which ad colour of putting a top to 


Schiſm, 
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great detriment of the 


the moſt conſiderable Gentry and Merchants were ly 
Impriſoned for refuſing to pay his Illegal Taxes, 


the Rights of an Engliſh Subject, except in caſes} 


out examination; and for refuſing to Licence 


4 


11 EE | 
Schiſm, oppreſſed, as Naas ha that refuſed topf © 
ſubmit to a Deſpotic Power; and was every whit|*®* 
a3 bad as the Romiſh Inquiſition. And the Privyknd 
Council too ſet up by degrees for an Abſolute nfo 
Court, which did not look upon its ſelf as obligedſf O 


to be ſubject to the Laws; ſo that great numbers, |" 
to avoid theſe Calamities, went beyond Sea, ſome un 


to America, others to the ow-Countries, to the fs 
Manufagtures of the King- En; 
dom. He impriſoned divers Meiiber of the Houſe ſto, 
of Commons for what they did and faid there ; con- We 


trary to the Privilege of Parliament ; who were kept the 


in ſuch cloſe Confinement, that the Health of many eO 


was greatly Impaired, and ſome Died. Many of ly. 
Sta 
without being admitted to Bail, in open violation of uo! 


of Treaſon or Felony. Soldiers were billeted on p 
the People which they were obliged to Maintain. f. 
Such of the Commonalty as refuſed to ſubmit to his lia 
Arbitrary Impoſitions, were forced to ſerve as Soldi- A 
ers; perſons of Rank, were confined to places at |" 
a great diſtance from their Habitations ; or, if they |*© 


| refuſed to be ſo confined, were committed to the th 
ſeveral Jails in London. When his Parliaments ue 


would not come into his meaſures, he Diſſolved them; th 
and for many Years together did not call a Parlia- | 
ment, during which time he Ruled as Arbitrarily th 
as the Grand Seignior. In order to eſtabliſh his fa- 7 
vourite Scheme; Miniſters were hired to preach up Rn 
as a Scripture Doctrine, that Subjects are obliged on 
pain of Damnation to obey the Kings will, with- g 
one 
of 
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of theſe Sermons ( Archbiſhop Abbot 


bi was ſuſpended from his Archiepiſcopal Functions, 


vy and confined to one of his Country-Houſes. 
ate . 3 
ed F ounds were privately remitted into the Low- Coun- 
) * 


re tries, and Germany, to raiſe and equip a certain 
me humber of Foreign Troops to be brought over for 
hehhis Majeſties Service (to ſubdue his People) into 
g- England. He raiſed an Army to force the Kirk 
lle ſto an Uniformity with the Church of England in 

Worſhip and Diſcipline. And though he Profeſſed 


n- 
-pt 
nay 


countenanced ; and many things done moſt unfriend- 


For. 
nforcing his Arbitrary Meaſures thirty thouſand . | 


the Reformed Religion; yet Papiſts were greatly 


of [ly to Proteſtantiſm, A Pope's Nuncio reſided open- 
ere Illy in London; ſeveral of the principal Miniſters of 


es, 
of 
{es 
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State were avowed Papiſts ; Men, whom all the na- 
tion looked upon as inclinable to Popery, were pre- 


ferred in the Church. The Laws againſt Papiſts, 


were diſpenſed with; compoſitions were made with 


Popiſh Recuſants ; and all the Inſtances of the Par- 


liament againſt them, in vain ; while ſuch as were 


againſt Popiſh Innovations were ſeverely proſecuted 
under the Name of Puritans. Many innovations 


N to Popery, that could not be juſtified by 
the Canons, were introduced into the Church; 


no regard had to tender Conſciences in any, even 
. [the moſt inſignificant points; by the Kings direc- 


tion, the Queen wrote a circular Letter to the Ca- 
tholic's to aſſiſt him in the Scotiſh War, and againſt 


the Parliament; and there are not wanting ſhrewd 


ſuſpicions of a Correſpondence with the Iriſh 
Rebels. It is certain, that the King, by the Earl 
of Glamorgan, concluded a private Treaty with 


them ; whereby the Roman Catholic's in Ireland 
7 FP vere 
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were to enjoy the free and | Public uſe and Exerc 
of their Religion, and a conſiderable number of thq 
Livings and Benefices; and they, on their part 
were to {end Ten Thouſand Men into England.--- 
And though the violent end of this Unfortunate 
King, might have deterred his Succeſſors from tread 
ing in his Footſteps; yet the fame violent proceed 
ings were carried on in the following Reigns. King 
Charles the Second, 'tis true, was. a Prince whe 
greatly loved his own eaſe, and did not muc 
mind Public Buſineſs ; but his Indolence was a 
bundantly ſupplied by the Diligence and Applica- 
tion of the Duke of York; by whom, aided by a 

corrupt Miniſtry, the moſt Tyrannical and Arbitrary 
things were tranſacted in this Reign. As, The 
fevere Perſecution in Scotland for many Years, 
wherein many innocent People, for Worſhiping God 
according to their Conſciences, loſt their Lives; ſome 


under colour of a Legal Proſecution ; and many 


more without any: The Soldiers being allowed to 
be Judges, Witneſſes, Jury, and Executioners. The 
violent Death of the Farl of Eſſex in the Tower; 

in order to give the better colour to the Murder of 
my Lord Ruſſel, as it may juſtly be called; fince 
he was Sentenced to Death? for alledged Criniks 
only, which could not by Law have reached" his 
Life. The ſevere oppreſſions exerciſed in con- 
fequence of the Act of ail e - Bile deprĩv- 


ing firſt the City of London, and afterwards other 
Corporations of their Charters and Privileges----- 
And, by the help of the Duke of York, and the 
Dutcheſs of Orleans, the King was drawn into a 
private League with the French Court, to lower the 
Pride and Power of the Dutch, and Re-cſtabliſh 

the 
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C1] the Catholic Relig in hk three Kingdoms. 
th] Which deſign, when the Duke of York came to 
"1 the Crown, was carried on in the moſt barefaced } 
IJ and open manner. Though he commended the Prin- 
ciples of the Church of Englund, and promiſed to 
the Council to preſerve the Conſtitution in Church 
and State as Eſtabliſned by Law; which promiſe he 
repeated and confirmed at his Coronation; yet by 
all his Actions it appeared, he meant nothing leſs ; 
and Inftances need not be given to ſhow that the 
whole deſign of this Reign was to eſtabliſh Popery 
and Amity Powe, -- io its cas 
Tuvs for near a Century did the Nation groan 
under the moſt cruel and heavy Oppreſſions ; till at 
length ſurfeited and overcharged with ſuch Violen- 
ces and outrages; it ſpued out that perverſe Gene- 
ration; and by Unanimous conſent of the Nation, 
the Prince of Orange was invited over into Eng- 
land; to whoſe Valour, love of Liberty, and the 
Proteſtant Religion, theſe Nations owe under God, 
their preſent happy Conſtitution, their Redemption 
from Antichriſtian Darkneſs, and all the dreadfull 
Conſequences. of Slavery and Vaſſalage. His Me- 
mory will ever be dear to every true W 
who delivered theſe Nations from ſuch dreadfull 
miſeries and unſpeakable Calamities: And who, in 
order to perpetuate our Liberty and Tranquility, 
ſecured a ſucceſſion of Proteſtant Princes in the Il- 
luſtrious Houſe of Haxovter ; which, may God 
long preſerve, to Rule over thete. Nations, in 
Mercy and Righteouſneſs. 5 
- Ir is extremely ſurpriſing, conſidering the un- 
fpeakable advantages theſe Nations have Reaped 
from the Revolution; and the Happineſs, Tran- 
ee ee eee quillity, 
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14 quillity, ſecure ae of our Liberties and Pro- 
perties, we have enjoyed ſince the Acceſſion of 
the now Reigning Family; that there ſhould be 
any, and ſome who would be called Proteſtants too, 
| who endeayour to blacken the Revolution, as odious 
and unjuſt; who would deſire again the Garlick 
and Ons, of Egypt; and the Subverſion of our 
preſent happy Conſtitution. And yet there have 
alwayg been a factious grumbling Party, that have 
uſed their utmoſt efforts to Poifon the minds of 
People with Factious, Seditious, Slaviſh, and Trai- 
terous Principles; and have actually but too well 
ſucceeded; ſo far, as before, and even now, to 
raiſe an unnatural Rebellion, in favour of a Popiſh 
Pretender; Educated at Rome, and bred up in all 
the Maxims of French and Spaniſh Tyranny. ſe 
Though our Moſt Gracious Sovereign hath _ iz 
£81 nouriſhing and bringing them up as Children, 
have they Rebelled againſt him. But as ſuch A 
tempts 20 by the Bleſſing of God, been hitherto 
defeated; ſo we truſt, that the ſame Kind Provi- 
FT dence will fill watch over us; maintain what it 
Fj hath wrought for us; and render this Popiſh Con- 
I ſpiracy Fruitleſs ad Abortive. | 

Tr is with unſpeakable pleaſure every true 8 
teſtant and lover of his Country muſt obſerve, the 


71/8 Vigour, and Unanimity, that hath every where ap- 


peared in Britain, and the Northern Parts of this 
Kingdom, againſt ſo horrid and deteſtable an en- 
terpriſe. And certainly there is no true Engliſn- 
man, that hath the leaſt regard for Liberty and 
the Proteſtant Religion, or the welfare of Poſterity; 
and withal conſiders the oppreſſive Popiſh Mea- 


ſures Carried on throughout the whole of the Su- 
arts 
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- brts Reigns ; that can bear the thought of having 
f þ Prince on the Throne, whoſe pretenſions are 
ounded on Hereditary, Right and Succeſſion from 
em: And from whom nothing elſe can be ex- 
pected, but carrying on the ſame Deſign, of eſta- 
bliſhing Popiſh Superſtition, and Lawleſs Power. 
he calamities theſe Nations - ſuffered under the 


© [Reigns already mentioned; may be a ſufficient 
e warning, never to admit any of the ſame Tribe, 
f Diſpoſition, or Principles. to the Crown of theſe | 
- [Realms again: and particularly, ought to rouſe the 
feffective Zeal and indignation of every Proteſtant 

o fagainſt this daring and infolent Attempt on his 
h Civil and Religious Liberties et lr dl 
Il | Whart ground have we of Joy and Thankſ- 
7. giving to Almighty God; that we are not in the | 
n [fame melancholy Situation with our Anceſtors; but 
t [that we live under a free Proteſtant Government, 


herein the Laws Prevail; Diſſenters are Protected: 
o All enjoy their Liberties and Properties Undiſturb- 
fed; even Papiſts themſelves; who are as much pro- 
t ſtected by the Laws, in their rights and Properties, 
- fas any Subject the King has; and are not moleſted | 
ſin the Exerciſe of their Religion, notwithſtanding 
- |their obnoxious and bloody Principles; who there= 
e ffore in point of | intereſt and,Gratitude, are obliged | | 
—ſto concur in Maintenance and Support of the Pre- 
is [ſent Conſtitution. Let us ſtand faſt in that Liberty 
- [which. our Anceſtors have tranſmitted to us at the 
- [expence of ſo much blood and Treaſure; and not | 
1 ſſuffer our ſelyes, through empty and deceitfull pro? 


; [miſes, to be rendred ſecure, and lured again into 

- ja Yoke of Bondage. Let us be Dutifull and aſs | 
- [lifting with our Lives and Fortunes to our Moſt 
'F n 
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Gracious Sovereign; f e benign and Let 
Adminiſtration, we have for a courſe of fo man 
Tears experienced the happy and beneficial Effects 
We have a juſt and honourable cauſt; and theſe 
Nations have all reaſon to truſt in the Divine Pre 
vidence ; and confidering the many ſurpriſing de 
liverances they have heretofore met : with, to hope 

that this black and Helliſh Defign ſhall be Defeated 
in due time; If God hath not ſaid, That the 
Banditti are the Rod of his Anger, ” bor i and} 
Chaſtiſe theſe Nations 
Bor, my Brethren, we are a finfull Peop le, IC 
with Ini quity ; and conſidering that Impicty of every| 

| kind is at fo great a height; may we not juſtly be 
_ affraid of the Divine Diſpleafure: And that God 
may give us up to the will of our Enemies? Let us 
therefore repent us of the evil of our doings, and 
break off our Iniquities by working Rightcouſnefs, 
as the ſureft foundation off confidence be God, and 

the moſt effectual means to ſecure! the Divine Fa- 
your and Aſſiſtance againft our Enemies. It is 
rag Admonition of God to his People, Devr. xxiii, 
When the Hoſt goeth forth againff thine Enemies, | 
chin keep thee From: Every wicked thing. God al- 
ways favoured his People in the Day of Battle; ac-| 
cordingly as they were obedient to him, and kept 
his commandments; but whenever they departed from 
him, he gave them up a prey to the Invaſions and] 
Incutfions of their Enemies. The 'Captivitiy' they 
languiſhed under for Seventy Vears, was a puniſh-| 
ment of their Idolatry and Wickedriels ; and at 
length for their obſtinate impenitence, and rejecting 
the counſel of God againſt themſelves; they were 
Ty. ronted by the AW, their Civil and Re- 
; ligious 
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ligions Polity, diſſolved; and what of them eſcape s 
that horrid Deyaſtation and Bloody Maſſacre, ſen 
forth to be Vagabonds through all the Kingdoms o 
the World. Now theſe things are our Example 
and written for our Admonition, on whom the ende 
of the world are come. Wherefore let us take care; 
leſt we fall, after the ſame example of Unbelief and 
Diſobedience. I „ = 
This is the Faſt that God hath cy, that we looſe 
the Bands of Wickedneſs, undo the heavy Burthens, 
and break every Yoke ;, then ſhall thy light break forth 
as the morning, and thine Health ſhall ſpring forth 

 ſheedily ; thy righteouſneſs ſhall go before #hee, and 
the Glory of the Lord, ſhall be thy rere-ward. Isa; 
lyiii. 6, 8. >” ; — 
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